
Reflection for Easter Sunday 2021 

Happy Easter! I hope your Easter Sunday is permeated with the grace of the 

Resurrection, even though there are still social contact restrictions in place. The Easter season 

lasts until Pentecost, which this year falls on Sunday 23rd May and I hope that the three great 

‘events’ of Easter; Resurrection, Ascension and Pentecost can be seen and celebrated as one. 

As well as a Lenten journey we have also had an Easter one and like the disciples on the road 

to Emmaus1 who discover that the risen Jesus walks with them along the road, we too can make 

this ‘discovery’ each Easter season. The world around us though tends to move on very quickly 

but perhaps we can try and avoid the attitude that says, ‘that’s Easter done, what’s next?’ The 

news cycle seems to be very much like this and event follows event with the search for 

something new or a new angle on an existing story sought and valued. That is, perhaps, 

understandable if you are running a 24-hour media operation although it should also be said 

that some journalists do follow-up and conduct investigative journalism and analysis. Easter 

does not lend itself to the news cycle approach as it is not possible to wrap up the Resurrection 

of Jesus from the dead in one or two days and then put it away until next year.  

The life, death and resurrection of Jesus is made eternal and universal and so the 

presence of Christ is available to us across time and space and hence the Ascension, Pentecost 

and the Christian Church. The Church is the ordinary way in which Christ’s presence is made 

available to the world. If someone where to ask for a proof of the Resurrection of Jesus from 

the dead then we should be able to say that we, Christians, are just that proof across the ages, 

now and will be going into the future. That is both a privilege and a call to us to live our 

baptismal and other vocations. In the language of the Church we are reborn as children of God 

and make known to others our faith and take part in the work of the Church as the people of 

God.2 When we renew our baptismal promises during the Masses of Easter Sunday we usually 

hold a lighted candle to remind us that we are a light for the world. We are sharing our faith 

with others and bringing our faith in the love of God to shed light on the issues of the day. As 

sin is revealed in our world, and in the Church, we bring the message of repentance, 

forgiveness, healing and the new Christian life which has been made possible by Easter. 

As humanity grapples with consequences of the pandemic and with issues of race, 

gender and sexuality, to name but a few, the Church seeks to guide from the perspective of 

faith in Jesus risen from the dead, ascended into heaven, and sender, with the Father, of the 

Holy Spirit into our hearts. Not everyone will agree with our approach, but perhaps there is a 

ground on which a dialogue about the best way forward on those issues could take place. That 

is, I believe, the dignity of each person made in the image and likeness of God. When Jesus 

appears to his disciples they are locked away in a closed room frightened. The first words he 

speaks to them are ‘Peace be with you’3. Even if we feel wronged, approaching others with 

peace in our hearts is a sign that the risen Jesus present. It is the ground of peace upon which 

we could encounter one another, discover and make present the bond of love which the risen 

Jesus brings. Peace be with you is an Easter message that may give hope to many. 

 God bless you, Canon David 

 
1 Luke 24: 13-35 
2 Catechism of the Catholic Church, CTS 2016, paragraph 1270. 
3 John 20: 21 


