
Reflection for Sunday 18th October 2020 
 In recent years there has been much controversy about big multi-national organisations 
not paying what is considered to be a fair share of taxation. An accusation vigorously rejected; 
I should add in the interests of balance. The spotlight was also turned on individuals in the 
public eye. The Church does not enter the debate concerning particular companies and 
individuals but sticks to a general principle, which she invites all to follow. This is stated in a 
compendium document on the social doctrine of the Church: “Public spending is directed to 
the common good when certain fundamental principles are observed: the payment of taxes as 
part of the duty of solidarity; a reasonable and fair application of taxes; precision and integrity 
in administering and distributing public resources. In the redistribution of resources, public 
spending must observe the principles of solidarity, equality and making use of talents. It must 
also pay greater attention to families, designating an adequate amount of resources for this 
purpose.”1 This is why I think the Manchester United and England footballer, Marcus 
Rashford, is on the right track when he campaigns for those children in need to receive free 
school meals during the school holidays.  

Our Gospel today reporting when Jesus says ‘give back to Caesar what belongs to 
Caesar and to God what belongs to God’ it is not just about taxation. There is that and a point 
about political authority: “Jesus refuses the oppressive and despotic power wielded by the 
rulers of the nations (cf. MK 10:42) and rejects their pretension in having themselves called 
benefactors (cf. 22:25), but he does not directly oppose the authorities of his time. In his 
pronouncement on the paying of taxes to Caesar (cf. Mk. 12: 13-17; Mt. 22: 15-22; Lk. 20: 20-
26), he affirms that we must give to God what is God’s, implicitly condemning every attempt 
at making temporal power divine or absolute: God alone can demand everything from man. At 
the same time, temporal power has the right to its due: Jesus does not consider it unjust to pay 
taxes to Caesar.”2 So as well as getting the taxation and the Church – State relationship in the 
correct balance, the deeper point is about our priorities before God. 

In the psalm, our response to the first reading, could help us get our bearing: ‘Give the 
Lord glory and power.’ Daily we try to order our priorities by giving time to God in prayer. 
The Church suggests that this is done through the day, morning, midday, evening and last thing 
at night. Not everyone can recite the Prayer of the Church (The Divine Office) because working 
and family life make very substantial demands on many peoples’ time but a short prayer at 
various times during the day acknowledges that it is in God “we live, and move, and exist…”3. 
The same is true with our acts of charity, a small act of kindness reminds us of how much we 
need each other and our status before God as brothers and sisters. Pope Francis has this practical 
advice: “To be holy does not require being a bishop, priest or a religious. We are frequently 
tempted to think that holiness is only for those who can withdraw from ordinary affairs to spend 
much time in prayer. That is not the case. We are all called to be holy by living our lives with 
love and by bearing witness in everything we do, wherever we find ourselves. Are you called 
to the consecrated life? Be holy by living out your commitment with joy. Be holy by loving 
and caring for your husband or wife, as Christ does for the Church. Do you work for a living? 
Be holy by labouring with integrity and skill in the service of your brothers and sisters. Are 
you a parent or a grandparent? Be holy by patiently teaching the little ones how to follow Jesus. 
Are you in a position of authority? Be holy by working for the common good and renouncing 
personal gain”4. In these ways we can give back to God what belongs to God. 
With my prayers & best wishes, Canon David 
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